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Table 6 Details on sub-crimes: pickpocketing, sexual assaults and assaults with force

Theft of personal Sexual incidents Assaults and threats
property (women only)

Pick- Other theft Sexual Offensive Assaults Threats
pocketing1 assaults2 sexual with force3

Behaviour

Australia 1989 0.8 4.1 1.4 5.9 2.3 2.8
1992 1.0 5.5 1.2 2.3 2.3 2.5
2000 1.2 5.3 1.0 3.0 2.4 4.0

Austria 1996 2.8 2.3 1.2 2.6 0.8 1.2

Belgium 1989 1.7 2.3 0.5 0.7 0.7 1.4
1992 1.3 1.8 0.9 0.5 0.4 1.4
2000 2.1 2.1 0.3 0.7 1.2 2.0

Canada 1989 0.8 4.7 1.2 2.8 1.7 2.2
1992 0.6 4.8 1.6 2.2 1.8 3.0
1996 0.8 4.9 0.9 1.7 1.4 2.6
2000 0.7 4.0 0.8 1.3 2.3 3.0

Catalonia (Spain) 2000 1.8 1.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 1.0

Denmark 2000 1.8 2.2 0.4 2.1 1.4 2.2

England 1989 1.3 1.8 0.3 0.8 0.9 1.0

& Wales 1992 1.3 2.8 0.7 1.4 1.6 2.2
1996 1.7 3.3 0.4 1.6 2.3 3.5
2000 1.7 2.9 0.9 1.7 2.8 3.2

Finland 1989 1.9 2.4 0.3 0.3 1.7 1.2
1992 1.7 1.7 1.5 2.3 2.4 2.0
1996 1.5 1.7 1.0 1.5 2.1 1.9
2000 1.5 1.8 1.1 2.6 2.1 2.0

France 1989 1.8 1.8 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.1
1996 1.9 2.1 0.4 0.5 1.4 2.5
2000 1.3 1.7 0.7 0.4 1.4 2.9

Germany (West) 1989 1.6 2.4 1.1 1.7 1.3 1.8

Italy 1992 2.3 1.3 0.6 1.1 0.2 0.6

Japan 2000 0.1 0.4 0.1 1.1 0.1 0.3

Netherlands 1989 1.5 3.0 0.6 2.0 1.4 2.0
1992 1.8 2.9 0.7 1.5 1.3 2.7
1996 2.7 4.1 0.8 2.8 1.1 2.9
2000 1.9 2.8 0.8 2.2 1.0 2.4

New Zealand 1992 0.7 4.6 1.3 1.4 2.4 3.3

Northern 1989 0.8 1.4 0.3 1.5 0.8 1.0
Ireland 1996 0.5 2.0 0.5 0.7 0.9 0.8

2000 0.4 1.9 0.1 0.5 2.1 0.9

Norway 1989 0.8 2.3 0.3 1.9 1.1 1.8



Additional tables 189

Table 6 (continued)

Theft of personal Sexual incidents Assaults and threats
property (women only)

Pick- Other theft Sexual Offensive Assaults Threats
pocketing1 assaults2 sexual with force3

Behaviour

Poland 1992 6.7 1.4 1.5 2.0 1.7 2.4
1996 4.0 1.6 0.6 0.8 1.5 2.2
2000 4.0 1.3 0.2 0.2 1.1 1.7

Portugal 2000 1.2 0.7 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.6

Scotland 1989 1.0 1.6 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.9
1996 1.2 3.3 0.2 1.0 1.9 2.3
2000 1.4 3.2 0.3 0.7 3.0 3.1

Spain 1989 2.8 2.4 0.6 1.7 1.0 2.1

Sweden 1992 1.0 3.2 0.5 0.4 1.0 1.7
1996 0.9 3.6 1.5 1.5 1.6 2.8
2000 1.2 4.6 1.1 1.5 1.2 2.7

Switzerland 1989 1.8 2.7 0.6 1.1 0.6 0.6
1996 2.0 3.7 1.2 3.4 1.1 2.0
2000 . . 0.6 1.5 1.0 1.4

USA 1989 1.1 3.4 1.4 3.1 1.7 3.7
1992 1.4 3.9 0.6 1.8 2.1 2.6
1996 0.9 3.0 1.2 1.3 2.1 3.6
2000 0.8 4.1 0.4 1.1 1.2 2.3

All countries4 1989 1.4 2.6 0.7 1.8 1.2 1.7
1992 1.8 3.1 1.0 1.5 1.6 2.2
1996 1.7 3.0 0.8 1.6 1.5 2.4
2000 1.4 2.4 0.6 1.3 1.5 2.1

1 All victims of theft of personal property over the last 5 years were asked whether they were holding or carrying what was stolen
(i.e., was it a case of pickpocketing). The percentage of pickpocketing incidents is applied to last years’ victimisation levels for theft
of personal property to obtain an estimate of pickpocketing in the last year.

2 All victims of sexual incidents over the last 5 years were asked whether they would describe what happened as a: rape (forced
intercourse); an attempted rape; an indecent assault; or as just behaviour which they found offensive. The first three responses are
categorised as sexual assaults. The percentage of assaults is applied to the last year victimisation rates for all sexual incidents to
obtain an estimate of sexual assault victimisation. For example, in Australia in 1989, 19% of the sexual incidents over the last 5
years were assaults. The ‘last year’ victimisation level for sexual incidents was 7.3% (see Table 1 of Appendix 4). Thus, the estimate
for sexual assaults last year is 1.4% (19% of 7.3%).  The figures apply to women only. Although the questions on sexual incidents
were also asked of man in Canada and Australia in the 2000 ICVS, these cases are omitted from this table.

3 All victims of assaults and threats over the last 5 years were asked whether they were simply threatened, or whether force was
used. Cases were force was used were categorised as assaults. To obtain an estimate of assaults in the last year, the same
procedure was adopted as described above for sexual assaults. 

4 Averages for all countries are based on the countries taking part in each sweep. As countries included vary across sweeps,
comparisons should be made cautiously.
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Table 16 Percentage satisfied with police response on reporting: 1996 and 2000 
ICVS1, 2

Theft from Burglary with Robbery Assault & All five 
car entry threats crimes1

Australia 2000 70 75 58 69 71

Austria 1996 59 46 [49] 49 53
Belgium 2000 58 69 42 67 62

Canada 1996 72 77 62 70 73
2000 71 71 63 74 71

Catalonia (Spain) 2000 81 61 77 71 75

Denmark 2000 74 87 77 56 77

England & Wales 1996 73 75 69 67 72
2000 63 76 57 60 66

Finland 1996 78 74 63 81 77
2000 72 77 80 73 74

France 1996 56 62 44 59 56
2000 40 52 [65] 57 47

Japan 2000 37 57 [32] [26] 45

Netherlands 1996 72 79 72 58 71
2000 71 74 73 61 70

Northern Ireland 1996 61 64 [47] 56 60
2000 75 64 [90] 64 69

Poland 1996 33 34 28 40 34
2000 35 40 41 47 39

Portugal 2000 33 27 38 27 31

Scotland 1996 77 74 76 70 75
2000 69 80 67 74 73

Sweden 1996 74 75 [71] 72 74
2000 71 69 79 73 71

Switzerland 1996 72 61 [48] 49 64
2000 na 75 47 70 70

USA 1996 65 69 49 73 67
2000 65 74 49 68 65

All countries3 1996 66 66 56 62 65
2000 58 66 59 61 63

1 Sexual incidents are omitted because of very low number of cases (less than 20 per country). They are included in the total for five
crimes. For all countries together there were 148 reports to the police for sexual incidents; 58% of victims were satisfied.

2 Figures in square brackets are based on less than 20 reported offences.
3 Averages are based on all countries taking part in each sweep. As countries included vary across sweeps, comparisons should be

made cautiously.
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Table 18 Percentage of victims who received help from a specialised agency: 1996 and
2000 ICVS1

Burglary with Robbery Sexual Assaults and
entry incidents threats

N % N % N % N %

Australia 2000 236 3 45 8 19 22 181 5

Austria 1996 31 6 10 0 6 0 20 16

Belgium 2000 214 3 35 1 8 16 86 9

Canada 1996 184 3 36 16 18 31 109 11
2000 157 3 26 10 17 55 123 19

Catalonia (Spain) 2000 64 7 73 2 5 6 29 5

Denmark 2000 251 1 49 21 16 30 94 16

England & Wales 1996 237 21 37 19 13 36 107 15
2000 220 16 44 23 8 35 141 18

Finland 1996 75 4 70 8 145 6 383 6
2000 28 0 48 2 83 1 243 3

France 1996 78 0 23 0 5 21 35 12
2000 49 0 13 10 4 0 93 2

Japan 2000 53 0 5 0 4 0 10 0

Netherlands 1996 168 6 35 7 12 48 90 13
2000 164 9 44 21 15 45 141 11

Northern Ireland 1996 46 11 14 8 7 0 42 14
2000 73 18 12 6 4 46 74 24

Poland2 1996 184 4 135 4 68 0 275 3
2000 na na 195 6 45 5 359 3

Portugal 2000 69 0 41 1 5 0 55 0

Scotland 1996 165 11 25 16 12 28 112 5
2000 114 12 30 10 8 21 133 12

Sweden 1996 33 1 15 24 4 19 32 20
2000 77 5 33 23 9 22 98 14

Switzerland2 1996 52 5 6 47 8 7 23 0
2000 na

USA 1996 69 0 24 27 12 20 74 14
2000 52 5 20 9 6 52 77 9

All countries 1996 1,363 8 447 10 326 11 1,390 9
2000 1,821 5 712 10 256 22 1,936 9

1 Based on those who reported to the police. N is the number of crimes about which the question was asked. Based on last incident
over the previous five years.

2 Results for burglary with entry for Poland are not available for 2000. Results for Switzerland are not available for 2000.
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Table 19 Percentage of victims who would have appreciated receiving help from a
specialised agency: 1996 and 2000 ICVS1

Burglary with Robbery Sexual Assaults and
entry incidents threats

N % N % N % N %

Australia 2000 230 21 41 38 15 43 171 31

Austria 1996 29 35 10 37 6 23 17 48

Belgium 2000 209 22 35 41 6 47 78 30

Canada 1996 178 21 31 46 12 72 97 44
2000 153 30 23 35 8 43 99 30

Catalonia (Spain) 2000 59 49 71 61 5 73 28 53

Denmark 2000 248 26 39 49 11 57 78 33

England & Wales 1996 185 40 30 36 8 23 91 44
2000 183 29 34 28 5 100 116 35

Finland 1996 72 45 64 36 136 33 359 36
2000 28 35 47 30 80 36 236 37

France 1996 78 33 23 14 4 0 30 24
2000 49 14 12 29 4 29 91 23

Japan 2000 53 39 5 18 4 61 10 58

Netherlands 1996 158 17 33 23 6 100 78 26
2000 150 13 35 22 8 15 125 24

Northern Ireland 1996 41 33 13 47 7 69 36 49
2000 60 41 11 51 2 0 56 45

Poland2 1996 180 48 129 58 68 46 269 54
2000 na na 183 51 43 49 350 50

Portugal 2000 69 52 40 38 5 100 55 52

Scotland 1996 147 36 21 38 8 31 106 33
2000 100 36 27 19 7 85 117 36

Sweden 1996 32 41 11 26 3 32 25 54
2000 74 29 25 30 7 19 85 30

Switzerland2 1996 50 24 3 19 8 55 23 44
2000 15 81

USA 1996 69 43 18 31 10 63 63 34
2000 48 33 19 20 3 100 70 40

All countries 1996 1,256 35 399 42 290 43 1,269 43
2000 1,711 31 647 35 214 54 1,766 38

1 Based on those who reported to the police and did not receive any help. N is the number of crimes about which they question was
asked. Based on last incident over the previous five years.

2 Results for burglary with entry for Poland are not available for 2000. Results for Switzerland are not available for 2000.
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Table 20 Percentage thinking the police do a good job in 
controlling crime in their area1

Yes No Don’t know

Australia 1989 73 13 14
1992 72 13 14
2000 76 13 11

Austria 1996 76 13 11

Belgium 1989 53 22 24
1992 47 25 27
2000 64 26 10

Canada 1989 89 11
1992 82 12 6
1996 80 10 10
2000 87 7 5

Catalonia (Spain) 2000 53 27 20

Denmark 2000 71 11 18

England & Wales 1989 70 16 14
1992 66 21 13
1996 68 20 12
2000 72 17 11

Finland 1989 64 18 18
1992 53 23 24
1996 55 24 22
2000 70 22 8

France 1989 62 21 18
1996 56 18 27
2000 65 16 19

Germany (West) 1989 67 24 9

Italy 1992 50 40 10

Japan2 1989 59 36 6
1992 na
2000 54 30 17

Netherlands 1989 58 20 22
1992 50 24 27
1996 45 26 29
2000 52 23 26

New Zealand 1992 79 10 11

Northern Ireland 1989 63 21 16
1996 63 20 17
2000 67 21 11

Norway 1989 70 13 17

Poland 1992 37 63
1996 27 43 30
2000 46 51 4
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Table 20 (continued)

Yes No Don’t know

Portugal 2000 45 47 7

Scotland 1989 71 16 13
1996 69 21 9
2000 77 16 6

Spain 1989 53 29 18

Sweden 1992 58 20 22
1996 61 14 25
2000 61 22 17

Switzerland 1989 50 11 39
1996 55 21 24
2000 67 14 18

USA2 1989 80 17 2
1992 na
1996 77 18 6
2000 89 7 4

All countries3 1989 66 19 15
1992 60 24 16
1996 58 22 20
2000 66 22 12

1 ‘Yes’ are those who said ‘very good’ and ‘good’ job.
2 Results not available for Japan and the USA (1992).
3 Averages are based on all countries taking part in each sweep. As countries included vary

across sweeps, comparisons should be made cautiously.
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Table 21 Percentage thinking the police do a good job in controlling crime in their
areas; 2000 ICVS

How good a job do you think the police in your area?

Very good Fairly good Fairly poor Very poor Don’t know
job job job job

Australia 18 58 10 3 11

Belgium 7 57 19 7 10

Canada 30 58 6 1 5

Catalonia (Spain) 18 59 11 5 6

Denmark 14 39 19 7 20

England & Wales 25 46 9 2 18

Finland 15 57 12 5 11

France 15 55 19 3 8

Japan 10 54 12 5 19

Netherlands 6 48 25 5 17

Northern Ireland 5 46 18 5 26

Poland 16 52 12 9 11

Portugal 2 44 42 9 4

Scotland 5 40 35 13 7

Sweden 13 48 17 5 17

Switzerland 19 48 11 4 18

USA 40 49 5 2 4

All countries 15 50 17 5 12
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Table 22 Percentage thinking that the police are helpful; 2000 ICVS

How good a job do you think the police in your area?

Very good Fairly good Fairly poor Very poor Don’t know
job job job job

Australia 25 55 12 2 5

Belgium 15 49 22 5 8

Canada 37 51 7 1 4

Catalonia (Spain) 26 51 13 4 6

Denmark 31 33 10 5 21

England & Wales 40 37 6 2 15

Finland 24 50 13 5 8

France 38 47 12 2 1

Japan 24 49 14 7 7

Netherlands 10 49 16 4 21

Northern Ireland 8 35 22 5 29

Poland 26 46 10 7 11

Portugal 5 47 36 10 2

Scotland 13 52 22 8 6

Sweden 40 44 7 9

Switzerland 20 46 18 6 10

USA 37 51 6 2 4

All countries 25 47 15 4 10
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Table 23 Perception of the risk of burglary in the coming year (percentages)

Very likely Likely Not very Don't know
likely

Australia 1989 11 32 50 6
1992 13 34 46 7
2000 9 28 57 7

Austria 1996 1 12 82 5

Belgium 1989 5 23 56 15
1992 2 20 44 25
2000 10 35 48 6

Canada 1989 5 28 67
1992 6 28 63 4
1996 5 25 64 6
2000 5 25 66 5

Catalonia (Spain) 2000 1 31 61 13

Denmark 2000 3 17 75 5

England & Wales 1989 7 28 55 9
1992 10 35 47 8
1996 10 32 52 7
2000 6 27 58 9

Finland 1989 <1 8 85 7
1992 1 13 79 7
1996 1 10 86 3
2000 1 13 84 2

France 1989 5 30 54 10
1996 6 47 38 9
2000 3 42 43 12

Germany (West) 1989 5 50 45 <1

Italy 1992 4 34 46 15

Japan1 1989 2 23 74 1
1992 na
2000 3 42 43 12

Netherlands 1989 5 23 58 13
1992 5 23 55 16
1996 5 22 57 17
2000 3 15 62 19

New Zealand 1992 113 41 42 5

Northern Ireland 1989 3 20 66 11

1996 5 24 65 6

2000 3 23 62 12

Norway 1989 2 19 68 11
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Table 23 (continued)

Very likely Likely Not very Don't know
likely

Poland 1992 6 34 60
1996 3 21 61 14
2000 3 22 60 15

Portugal 2000 4 54 42

Scotland 1989 5 25 59 11
1996 3 23 67 6
2000 4 19 71 7

Spain 1989 6 36 41 17

Sweden 1992 3 31 61 5
1996 1 14 78 7
2000 1 15 79 6

Switzerland 1989 2 44 49 5
1996 3 26 66 5
2000 4 23 64 9

USA1 1989 7 25 67 2
1992 na
1996 4 19 71 6
2000 3 13 78 5

All countries2 1989 5 28 60 8
1992 6 30 54 9
1996 4 23 65 9
2000 4 27 60 9

1 Data from Japan (1992) and USA (1992) are not available.
2 Averages are based on all countries taking part in each sweep. As countries included vary across sweeps,

comparisons should be made cautiously.
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Table 24 Feelings of safety when walking alone after dark in the area (percentages),
and mean score: 1992, 1996 and 2000 ICVS1

Very Fairly Bit Very Unknown Never go Mean
safe safe unsafe unsafe out in

evening

Australia 1992 28 41 17 14 <1 2.17

2000 24 40 21 14 2 2.25

Austria 1996 45 33 16 4 2 1.84

Belgium 1992 38 42 14 5 <1 1.87

2000 38 39 14 7 1 1.89

Canada 1992 41 37 13 7 2 1.91

1996 34 39 17 8 1 2.02

2000 42 40 11 5 <1 1 1.78

Catalonia (Spain) 2000 25 40 29 6 <1 <1 2.17

Denmark 2000 54 27 13 5 <1 1 1.67

England & Wales 1992 25 42 20 13 <1 2.21

1996 20 45 22 11 2 2.30

2000 25 45 18 8 2 2 2.10

Finland 1992 48 35 13 4 <1 1.75

1996 44 38 14 3 1 1.78

2000 44 37 15 3 1 1.77

France 1996 37 43 14 7 <1 1.90

2000 44 33 14 8 <1 1 1.85

Italy 1992 28 37 22 14 <1 2.21

Japan 2000 13 65 20 3 <1 2.12

Netherlands 1992 38 40 14 7 <1 1.91

1996 40 39 13 7 <1 1.88

2000 40 41 13 5 <1 <1 1.83

New Zealand 1992 24 38 22 17 <1 2.31

Northern Ireland 1996 39 39 15 7 <1 1.91

2000 31 45 15 7 <1 1 1.99

Poland 1992 17 39 33 10 <1 2.36

1996 17 47 27 7 3 2.25

2000 13 51 26 8 2 <! 2.29

Portugal 2000 21 51 21 6 <1 <1 2.12

Scotland 1996 24 48 18 8 2 2.18

2000 31 46 14 6 1 2 1.94
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Table 24 (continued)

Very Fairly Bit Very Unknown Never go Mean
safe safe unsafe unsafe out in

evening

Sweden 1992 48 38 9 4 <1 1.70

1996 53 34 9 2 2 1.67

2000 50 35 11 3 1 <! 1.68

Switzerland 1996 45 36 13 4 2 1.83

2000 45 32 12 10 <! <! 1.87

USA 1996 40 35 15 10 <! 1.95

2000 46 36 10 4 3 1 1.72

All countries2 1992 34 39 18 10 <! 2.04

1996 37 39 16 7 1 1.96

2000 34 41 16 6 1 1 1.94

1 The mean scores are based on a four-point scale (very safe=1, very unsafe=4), (unknown and never go out in the evening are
omitted).

2 Averages are based on all countries taking part in each sweep. As countries included vary across sweeps, comparisons should be
made cautiously.
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Table 25 Feelings of safety when at home alone after dark, and mean
score: 2000 ICVS1

Very Fairly Bit Very Don’t Mean
safe safe unsafe unsafe know

Australia 52 38 8 2 <1 2.11
Belgium 57 34 7 2 1 1.53
Canada 66 30 3 1 <1 1.39
Catalonia (Spain) 60 33 5 1 <1 1.47

Denmark 84 13 2 <1 1.19
England & Wales 59 34 5 1 1 1.48
Finland 78 19 3 <1 <1 1.26
France 63 31 5 2 1.45

Japan 25 66 8 1 <1 1.85
Netherlands 72 24 4 1 1.33
Northern Ireland 58 36 5 1 1.49
Poland 28 56 13 2 1 1.89

Portugal 39 51 8 2 1.73
Scotland 64 32 3 <1 <1 1.39
Sweden 73 22 4 <1 <1 1.31
Switzerland na
USA 71 24 3 1 1 1.34

All countries 60 34 5 1 0 1.47

1 The mean scores are based on a four point scale (very safe=1, very unsafe=4, unknown is omitted)
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Table 28 Reactions to crime, by victimisation experience: 2000 ICVS

% Perceiving a burglary as likely1 % Feeling unsafe walking alone 
after dark2

Victim of burglary Victim of violence

Not in last 2-5 years Once in More than Not in last 2-5 years Once in More than
5 years ago 1999 once, 5 years ago 1999 once

1999 1999

Australia 37 47 49 68 33 42 35 35
Belgium 46 69 65 59 21 30 21 18
Canada 28 48 49 71 15 26 16 20
Catalonia (Spain) 35 43 62 80 34 47 35 46

Denmark 20 34 36 57 16 28 17 17
England & Wales 34 41 52 82 25 37 26 29
Finland 13 24 29 54 18 25 18 25
France 50 57 35 58 19 33 21 42

Japan 37 71 64 89 22 43 22 70
Netherlands 21 46 45 49 17 28 18 28
Northern Ireland 27 57 75 64 21 48 22 30
Poland 28 53 48 75 33 47 34 45

Portugal 56 77 82 75 25 47 27 55
Scotland 22 40 57 75 19 26 20 30
Sweden 15 39 34 14 14 19 14 28
Switzerland 25 39 41 80 22 24 22 28
USA 15 26 37 82 14 19 15 16

All countries 30 48 51 66 22 34 23 33

1 ‘Very likely’ and ‘fairly likely’.
2 ‘Very unsafe’ or ‘a bit unsafe’.
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Table 28 (continued)

% Feeling unsafe alone at home % In favour of imprisonment for burglar
after dark2

Victim of burglary Victim of burglary

Not in last 2-5 years Once in More than Not in last 2-5 years Once in More than
5 years ago 1999 once, 5 years ago 1999 once,

1999 1999

Australia 8 10 22 28 38 33 43 36
Belgium 8 16 15 13 21 22 16 16
Canada 4 10 10 20 44 43 50 57
Catalonia (Spain) 6 10 10 10 7 8

Denmark 3 6 1 24 19 21 27 15
England & Wales 5 13 8 24 50 52 56 69
Finland 3 12 24 19 17 26 38
France 6 4 20 12 16 13 28

Japan 8 23 26 27 50 68 55 58
Netherlands 4 3 8 17 38 34 40 32
Northern Ireland 6 15 14 54 66 46 64
Poland 14 28 27 18 21 17 22 23

Portugal 9 22 21 34 26 20 34 34
Scotland 3 3 12 30 53 54 42 43
Sweden 4 4 3 13 30 36 42 33
USA 4 7 20 15 56 52 74 57

All countries 6 12 15 21 34 35 39 40

1 ‘Very likely’ and ‘fairly likely’.
2 ‘Very unsafe’ or ‘a bit unsafe’.




